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BuzzFlash Recommendation 

In the age of a shadow government created by 
an unelected president, BuzzFlash laments that 
we have no one of the stature of Daniel Ellsberg 
to expose the dark underside of the Bush cartel 
secrecy. Against all odds — just over 30 years 
ago — Ellsberg leaked the "Pentagon Papers" to 
expose an orchestrated campaign to mislead 
the American people about Vietnam. His act of 
courage was the single most important expose 
that helped end a war that took the lives of 
thousands of Americans, in pursuit of a mission 
that the Pentagon knew from the beginning was 
probably doomed. 
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shipping in the United States, we pay for the postage, not you. For shipping outside the 
U.S., additional charges may apply. Please contact BuzzFlash .) 

Every book order receives a FREE BuzzFlash bumper sticker! 
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Please include your e-mail address with your check! 

More about "Secrets" | back to top 

Ellsberg's transformation from cold warrior and Defense Department analyst to 
impassioned antiwar crusader who released the Pentagon Papers to the New York Times 
in June 1971 makes a remarkable and riveting story that still shocks 30 years later. 
Avoiding, for the most part, self-justification and self-aggrandizement, he clearly relates 
the experiences that led him to reject as arrogant lies the premises six presidents 
presented to the public and Congress to secure support for the Vietnam War. He 
describes the disjunction between what he saw during visits to Vietnam in the early and 
mid-'60s, driving through dangerous Viet Cong-held territory, and what was told to the 
press and public. And he recalls his first reading of the classified documents later known 
as the Pentagon Papers, which exposed the motives, in his view unprincipled, behind 
American involvement in Vietnam. Ellsberg creates page-turning human drama and 
suspense in both his descriptions of his early experience accompanying U.S. combat 
missions in Vietnam and his days spent underground evading an FBI manhunt after the 
Times's publication of the Papers. Another strength of this memoir is Ellsberg's vivid 
recollections of meetings with prominent policymakers, from Henry Kissinger to Senator 
William Fulbright, that re-create the deep tensions of the Vietnam era. Ellsberg raises 
serious ethical questions about how citizens, politicians, the press and officials act when 
confronted with government actions they consider immoral and perhaps illegal. Ellsberg's 
own answer is history. -- Publisher's Weekly 

Recommendations | back to top 

"It is a chilling tale of life at the bureaucratic top, and what profound compromises it 
takes to stay there." -- Seymour Hersh 

"[Ellsberg's] story reminds us that to fulfill the responsibilities of citizenship is to always 
ask questions and demand the truth.” -- Senator John Kerry 

"This is an honestly and lucidly told narrative by someone who single-handedly changed 
the course of history." — Daniel Schorr, Senior news analyst, National Public Radio 

"If our nation could absorb its lessons we might all face a better future." — Howard Zinn, 
author of A People's History of the United States 

"...timeless... " — A. J. Langguth, author of Our Vietnams 

"The most important expose of Washington since the Pentagon Papers themselves, 
Secrets is essential reading for any American..." -- Martin Sheen 

"...written with breathtaking excitement..." — Ben Bagdikian, former assistant managing 
editor, Washington Post 

About the Author | back to top 
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Daniel Ellsberg, a Harvard graduate, ex-Marine, and Rand Corporation analyst, was one 
of the "whiz kids" recruited to serve in the Pentagon during the Johnson administration. 
In 1971, Ellsberg made headlines around the world when he released the Pentagon 
Papers. He is now a prominent speaker, writer, and activist. 

Order "Secrets" today and Help Keep BuzzFlash Buzz'n. 
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